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2009 NEWSLETTER

NEWS
COMMISSIONER FOR DIVISION ONE, BILL POSTEN HAS RETAINED HIS SEAT ON THE BOARD FOR ANOTHER THREE YEARS. THE DISTICT IS VERY FORTUNATE TO HAVE BILL ON THE BOARD.
USER CHANGES
HAVE YOU MADE ANY CHANGES ON YOUR LAND LATELY? A FAMILY TRANSFER OR ANY TYPE OF BOUNDARY RE-LOCATION DOES AFFECT YOUR IRRIGATED LAND AND DOES NEED APPROVAL FROM THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE IRRIGATION DISTRICT. THESE CHANGES ALSO REQUIRE A PROPER WATER ALLOCATION ON FILE AT THE DISTRICT OFFICE AND APPROVAL OF THE INSTALLED WATER DELIVERY SYSTEM. APPROVAL MAY ALSO REQUIRE ADDITIONAL EASEMENTS. THE MOMENT A NEW SURVEY IS COMPLETE, PLEASE CONTACT THE DISTRICT OFFICE FOR CLARIFICATION OF DISTRICT REQUIREMENTS TO COMPLETE YOUR CHANGES.
WATER OUTLOOK

AS OF MARCH 24TH, 2009 LAKE COMO ELEVATION IS CURRENTLY AT 4219.0. WE WILL NEED APROXIMATELY 23,289 ACRE FEET OF WATER TO FILL THE LAKE. WITH A SNOW PACK OF 95% OF NORMAL, PENDING SPRING WEATHER, WE SHOULD HAVE A NORMAL IRRIGATION SEASON THIS YEAR.

MANAGER’S REPORT
IN MAY OF 2008 BRID APPLIED FOR A RENEWABLE RESOURCE GRANT AND LOAN FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION “DNRC”. OUT OF 92 APPLICATIONS, BRID IS RANKED 5TH ON THE LIST FOR A $100,000.00 GRANT AND A $508,370.00 LOW INTEREST LOAN. DNRC IS ONLY FUNDING 52 PROJECTS. DNRC HAS NOT FINALIZED THE LIST OF APPLICATIONS. IF AWARDED THE MONEY, IT WILL BE USED ON THE FIRST 812 FEET OF SIPHON ONE. THE ENGINEERS FELT THIS WAS THE MOST CRITICAL PORTION OF THE PROJECT ON SIPHON ONE.

INCREASED ASSESSMENTS
THE DISTRICT HAS BEEN CONCERNED FOR MANY YEARS ABOUT THE STABILITY AND INTEGRITY OF SIPHON ONE LOCATED NEAR THE LICK CREEK AREA. LAST YEAR THE DISTRICT HELD A PUBLIC MTG TO SHARE WITH THE COMMUNITY THE CONCERNS OF THE DISTRICT. AN ENGINEERING STUDY HAS BEEN COMPLETED IN REGARDS TO THE REPLACEMENT OF SIPHON ONE. THE DISTRICT HAS ALSO BEEN WORKING VERY HARD AT FINDING FUNDING FOR SUCH A HUGE PROJECT. THE DISTRICT IS NOT IN A FINANCIAL POSITION TO FUND SIPHON ONE PROJECT. THE BOARD FELT LIKE IT HAD TO MAKE ALL EFFORTS TO DO OUR PART TOWARD THIS PROJECT, SO THE BOARD INCREASED THE IRRIGATED ACRE CHARGE $5.00 PER IRRIGATED ACRE. THIS MONEY IS TO BE SET ASIDE SPECIFICALLY FOR SIPHON ONE AND SIPHON TWO REPLACEMENT/AND/OR A CATASTROPHIC FAILURE ON THE CANAL. WE HOPE TO HAVE FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO YOU ABOUT THE DISTRICT’S PROGRESS IN THE NEAR FUTURE.

GATE POLICY
GATES ACROSS THE RIGHT-OF-WAY MUST BE A MINUMUM OF 18 GAUGE 5 BAR TUBULAR STEEL MANUFACTURED GATES HUNG ON A 4 INCH WELL CASING OR EQUIVALENT STEEL POST WITH ADJUSTABLE HINGES. GATES MUST BE MAINTAINED TO SWING FREELY AND HORIZONTALLY AWAY FROM THE CANAL WITH NO GROUND INTERFERENCE.   ANY GATE NOT MAINTAINED TO SWING FREELY WILL BE LEFT OPEN. CATTLE GUARDS MAY BE INSTALLED ACROSS THE MAIN CANAL RIGHT-OF-WAY BY PERMISSION ONLY. CATTLEGUARDS MUST BE BUILT IN ACCORDANCE WITH FOREST SERVICE CATTLEGUARD SPECIFICATIONS AS PER DRAWING NUMBER R-1490. ALL COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF GATES AND CATTLEGUARDS WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE LANDOWNER. THE MINIMUM WIDTH OF GATES AND CATTLEGUARDS WILL BE DETERMINED BY DISTRICT PERSONNEL.

DISTRICT POLICIES
THE DISTRICT STRONGLY ENCOURAGES ALL WATERUSERS TO BECOME FAMILIAR WITH DISTRICT OPERATING POLICIES.  UNDERSTANDING YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES AS A WATER USER ALLOWS A SMOOTH IRRIGATION SEASON FOR EVERYONE.  THE DISTRICT DELIVERS ½ MINER’S INCH OF WATER PER IRRIGATED ACRE. THIS IS EQUAL TO 5.625 GALLONS PER MINUTE, PER IRRIGATED ACRE. IF YOU IRRIGATED WITH SPRINKLERS THAT ARE CALIBRATED TO DELIVER 5 ½ GALLONS PER MINUTE, YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO RUN 1 SPRINKLER PER IRRIGATED ACRE. THE DISTRICT OPERATING POLICIES STATE THAT LATERAL MAINTENANCE FROM THE MAIN CANAL TO THE POINT OF DELIVERY IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE USERS OF THE LATERALS. WATER WILL NOT BE DELIVERED TO LATERALS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN PROPERLY MAINTAINED.  THE DISTRICT CANNOT AND WILL NOT GIVE PERMISSION TO INDIVIDUALS TO USE OR BE ON THE CANAL RIGHT OF WAY OR EASEMENT. THE DISTRICT ALWAYS INVITES AND ENCOURAGES ALL WATERUSERS AS WELL AS THE PUBLIC, TO VISIT OUR OFFICE AND WHILE THERE, DON’T FORGET TO GET AN UPDATED COPY OF DISTRICT POLICIES AS WELL AS A BROCHURE AND A CARD WITH YOUR DITCHRIDER INFORMATION. THE MONTHLY BOARD MEETINGS ARE PUBLIC MEETINGS AND ANY VISITORS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND.

OFFICE INFO / 2009 DITCHRIDERS
IRRIGATION SEASON OFFICE HOURS ARE MON-FRI 8-4. PLEASE FEEL FREE TO LEAVE A MESSAGE ON THE ANSWERING MACHINE. THE DISTRICT PHONE # IS 961-1182.

RIDE 1   -   LAKE COMO TO WILLOW CREEK - ROD SACKS   642-3216

RIDE 2 -   WILLOW CREEK TO ILLINOIS BENCH - SMITTY   642-3643

RIDE 3 -   ILL. BENCH TO EAGLE WATCH - GREG SNEDIGAR   369-0322

